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trace back to where it all
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ow excited I was when I saw the package, it was as tall as us.

I enjoved playing with dolls I remember that even as a kid I knew that
1g for boys to play with girl toys, One time, after a petty argument, my
threatened to tell everyone at the family table that I played with

. so afraid and ashamed. Needless to say that when the news broke they
>t with tragic astonishment but with unexpected indifference. I now
much of a toy can impact children growth and future careers. What are
1ences of the blatant divide between blu and pink packaged toys? How do

ific toy store aisles and deceivingly targeted marketing impact chil-
» of toys?

n like a pink and sparkly doll, a ball, or a blue police truck, if we
inge the gendered messaging around them. But why should they be the
the work? As if trying to figure oneself out wasn't hard and terrifving

ing of children's toys and clothes is surprisingly recent, Until the
century, kids were dressed mostly according to age, not sex, with boys
like wearing frilly dresses and sporting long hair until they went to

2arch by G. Stanley Hall, a pioneer of child psychology, found that as
ree-quarters of boys played with dolls,

fields of psychology and sexology gained prominence at the turn of the
-y, fears about homosexuality rose. Parents began emphasising masculi-
’s by regulating what they wore or played with to try to ensure that
up to be straight. No more frilly dresses for boys. Meanwhile, toys
reasingly gendered too, with construction equipment for boys, and dolls
leaning toys for girls,

obic and misogynistic practice of teaching kids to be straight and per-
ional gender roles through toys and clothes continued throughout the
t many boys still played with dolls, often secretly, When G.I. Joe debuted
was, after all, a doll for boys.

part of the retrieving process.
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Tapistry heavy cotton, cotton lining
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Cotton, nylon 1
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this is a love letter.
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